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CHAPl'ER I

INTRODUCTION
The growing recognition of physical education as an integral part
of the public school program throughout the state has occasioned certain
important changes in school administration during the past few decades.
Not only has the health and peysical side been stressed in the school
curriculum, but a new and significant tendency has also been evolved.
The control and promotion of physical education has canmanded the attention of the public, whereas .formerly it was left to the disgression 9f
private institutions .

Special laws on health and physical education were

enacted in various states .

Even the organizations of state school sys-

tems were modified to the extent that a number of states have established a new office in their state department of education with the purpose
of promoting and supervising physical education in all public schools.
The fact that there are now thirty-six states having special legislation
on health and pb;ysical education affecting marly ninety per cent of the
entire population indicates clearly the tremendous growth of physical education under state supervision. 1
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to investigate the present status of
the athletic set up in Texas, and to present certain facts which may be
useful in bringing about a revision of the present set up.

1un1ted States Department of Commerce, Statistical Abstracts of
the United States, 1930, P• 4.
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Scope of the Stu~
The material presented in the following pages is based upon the
data obtained from the f olloring sources :
1. A careful an~is of the rules and regulations and the
constitutions of six Inter scholastic Athletic Associations.

2.

Interviews with leading authorities in Interscholastic Athletics in the State.

3. FollO'lf- up correspondence.
Methods of Procedure
There are certain types of investigations that require an approach
to original sources.

SUch was the case with this stu~.

Olfing to the

lack of literature and complete records relating to the subject, the
great bulk of the information had to be obtained through the technique
of intervieYrs.

This, of course, was supplemented by follow-up corre-

spondence and several state athletic constitutions in order to secure the
necessary infonnation.
ing more canplete data .

Personal interviews proved beneficial in secu.i-

CHAPrER II
HISTORY AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THE INTERSCHOLASTIC
LEAGUE OF COLORED SCHOOLS

The Interscholastic League o£ Colored Schools of Texas, as a separate and distinct state organization, had its beginning in the latter
part of the school year, 1920-1921.

Previous to that time the Negro

schools of a number of counties had been organized working under the direction of the University Interscholastic League but not as members of
that organization.

The status of these schools was ill defined and not

very satisfactory, although some very satisfactory results were accomplished in the county and district meets. 2
In 1920-21, the officials of the University Interscholastic League,
realizing that it would be difficult to carry on the work in the colored schools under their direction and that the interest in the work on the
part of colored schools was such to justify a separate organizati on for
them, offered to turn to the Director of the Negro School Division of
the State Department of Education administration of the League of Colored Schools and to assist in its development and extension.

The offer was

accepted and the organization of Interscholastic League of Colored Schools
was projected in that year.
At the meeting of the State Association of Colored Teachers in
Houston in November, 1920, a state committee had been appointed to cooperate in the organization of the League.

In March, 1921, that camnit-

tee was called to Austin to participate in a conference in which the fonn

of the Texas Interscholastic Lea e of
Colored S
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of the League organization was to be determined.

The form of organiza-

tion adopted was similar to that of the University of Texas Interscholastic League.

County and district officers were appointed for that year,

and plans were made for a State meet at Prairie View in April.

At the State meet in 1921, .fifteen or more counties were represented.

Final oontests were held in declamation, spelling and athletics,

with gratifying success.

Plans were perfected for county, district, and

State meets for the next year.
At the State meet in April, 1923, Professor L. W. Rogers, First
Assistant State Superintendent of Education, who had taken an active
part in the League since its incipiency and bad been its chief promoter,
announced that his duties were of such nature that he could no longer
maintain his status with the League, but was turning active control of
the same CNer to Dr. Osborne, Principal of Prairie View College.

Dr.

Osborne graciously accepted Mr. Rogers' proposal and did bis utmost in
assisting his co-laborers to maintain the lofty heights which the League
had reached.
From the standpoint of schools in 1923-24, the League did not
come up to its starxlard of some previous years.

This was due to the

fact that a number of schools did not lmow of the change in the administration of affairs of the League and sent their enrollment fees to the
University Scholastic League at Austin.

We are glad to state, however,

that whenever it was ascertained that one of our schools had sent its
membership fees to Austin, the money was promptly forwarded to this office.
While the rnunber of schools enrolled in 1923-24 was smallen than

in some previous years, the work done at the State meet in declaiming,

spelling, debating, and athletic contests far surpassed that of aey
previous year and demonstrated the fact that the real benefit is coming
to the schools throughout the State as a result of these meets.
Aims and Purposes of the League

The ~ague was organized for the purpose of promoting better conditions in the public Negro schools of the State meets by encruraging
the study of declamation, debating and spelling in the schools, by encouraging the development of schools am community industrial fairs and
by the pranotion of track and field athletics as a means of stimulating
interest in the development of better physical conditions.

The provi-

sion for county, district, and State contests in the various activities
of the League is important, but that does not justify the existence of the
League organization.

Unless the League work is participated in by a

large number of pupils in the local schools enrolled, the League will not
prove wortmrhile.

If the organization simply provides opportunities for

brighter and stronger pupils to 11 shovr off" by winning championship honors
in the various meets, under the League's auspices, it will not prove
worth developing.

To make it worthwhile, it must reach all or the major-

ity of the pupils enrolled in the member schools.

Also, by means of

community industrial fairs and school meets, it must, if it is to justify its existence, assist in the development of the conmunity life.

The

League has been organized for the purpose of cooperating with local authorities in the development of the community life.

The League has been

organized f or the purpose of cooperating with local authorities in the
development of better school con:iitions in the towns and rural communi-
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ties.

It is not the purpose of the organization to work independently of

the local school authorities or to foster a program at variance with
their plans for schools.
Form of Organization and Rules Governi~
Contest in Texas Interscholastic
League
Article I
Membership
Section 1. Any public Negro school in Texas that is below collegiate rank am. that is under the jurisdiction of and receives
an apportiorment from the State Department of Education is eligible to membership in the League.
Section 2. To become a member of the League each school must pay
an annual membership fee to W. R. Banks, Executive Secretary,
Prairie View, Texas as follows:
(a) Class AA schools shall be those senior high schools in
Fort V/orth, Wichita Falls, Dallas, Corsicana, Texarkana, Tyler,
Palestine, Victoria, Mexia, Corpus Christi, Marshall, Beaumont,
Port Arthur, Bryan, Galveston, Houston, san Antonio, Waco, Denison,
Sherman, Paris, Austin, Jacksonville, Longview, Kilgore, Lufkin,
Silsbee, Gladewater, Ennis, Abilene, Terrell, and Temple, Texas,
and sudl other high schools as may be hereafter named by Exerutive
Secretary and must pay membership fee of $5 .00.
(b ~ Class A schools are those schools having an enrollment
of 400 or more pupils and must pay an annual membership fee of

$4.00.

( c) Class B schools are those schools having an enrollment
not less than 150 nor more than 399 pupils and must pay an annual
membership fee of $J .OO.
(d) Class C schools are those schools having more than one
teacher and an enrollment not more than 149 pupils and must pay
an annual membership fee of $2.00.
(e) Class D schools are those schools having only one teacher aJXi must pay an annual 1nembership fee of $1.00.
Section J . Class AA schools shall send their contestants direct
to the State meet and compete exclusively among themselves in all
literary and athletic events except that at the State meet Class AA
Schools shall compete with Class A Schools, and Class B, Class c,
and Class D Schools shall compete together in tennis. The literary
and athletic events for Class AA Schools shall be similar to those
provided for Class A Schools .
Contestants from all schools except Class AA must come to
the State meet either by default or as winners in the county and
district meets as provided in the rules and regu1ations .
Section 4. The membership fee DD.1st be paid by the schools to entitle it to enter the county, district, and State meets. Also an
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entrance fee of 25 cents shall be charged each contestant in each
event at the State meet, except a fee of $6.00 must be paid for
foot;ball and $) . 00 for basketball.
Section 5. Membership ~eceipts from Prairie View must be presented to the Director-General before a contestant can participate
in any event in his respective county. Any school that enters any
of their contestants without having paid its membership fee shall
be disqualified to enter any other contest for that year. Schools
improperly classified will not be permitted to enter the League contests.
Article II
Officers
Section l. The officers of the League consist of a State Executive
Committee for each district and county. A committee representing
the State Colored Teachers Association cooperates with the League.
Section 2 . District and county Executive committees shall be composed of the following: Director-General, Director of Debate, Director of Declamation, Director of Spelling, Director of Athletics,
Director of Music, Director of Industrial Exhibits. The district
and county executive committees shall consist of at least one manber from each class of schoois .
Section J . It is the duty of the State Executive Committee to have
administrative charge of the League, to cooperate with county and
district officers, and decide disputes that may arise in county,
district, and final contests.
Section 4. Each district of the organization is under the general
charge of a district executive committee appointed by the state
Executive con:mittee , whose duty it is to have immediate charge of
the organization of and the contest in the district . The DirectorGeneral shall have charge of the arrangements for the contests.
Section 5. The county contests ·shall be under the general charge
of the County Executive Commit tee, elected annually by the County
Teachers' Institute; or in the event of failure to so elect, to
be appointed by the State Executive Committee. The Director-General shall have immediate charge of the arrangements for the contests. The other county officers shall have charge of arranging
for and conducting the contests, respectively, denoted by their
titles.
Article IV
Age Divisions
Section 1. The junior division is open to boys and girls under 15
and over 10 years of age.
Section 2. The senior division is open to pupils under 21 and over
15 years of age for all classe~ with exception of Class AA, which
will have the limit under 19 and over 15 years of age . Senior and
junior divisions do not apply in debate, spelling, and arithmetic.
Section J . The age limits as pret?cribed in this constitution shall
be determined by the age of the pupils on the first day of the pre-
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ceding September. A student who has rea ched his or her twenty- first
birthday on or before the first of the preceding September is not
eligible to enter any contests. One who has reached his or her fifteenth birthday on or before that date is ineligible as a junior.
Arti cle V
Eligibility of Contestants
Section 1 . No one shall participate as a contestant in the League,
who at the time of the contest is not; a bona fide student (i. e . :
one who has not been graduated from that school or aey other school
of ·equal or higher classification) in regular attendance at the day
sessions of the school and doing satisfactory passi ng work.
Section 2 . Before each contest each school shall file with the director in charge a list of the contestants representing the school
with the eligibility of such contests certified by the principal in
writing.
Section 3. In the district contests, the following from. each county
shall be eligible to compete: The first winning teams in debate ;
first ranking essays in all four divisions; and winners of first
and second place in any- track meet event, unless se cond place is
last place .
Section $ . All participants in athletic events must wear same form
of athletic attire including supporters; tennis or track shoes or
suffer disqualification.
Article VI
Fees, Prices, Etc.
Section 1 . All surplus fees above the expense of maintaining the
organization of the League, purchase of necessary literature for
the membert schools, printing, stenographic help in the State office, etc. , shall be used to purchase more creditable and permanent
awards as was voted at the State meet.
Article ··VII
Disputes
All disputes among members of the League shall be settled
by an appropriate executive committee . A county or d.1.strict executive committee for adjudication. others who feel that they
have a just cause for complaint agPinst a county or district executive committee may appeal the case, except the selection and
decision of officers or judges of contests, to the State Exeoitive
Committee for final decisions. So submitting a complaint. a written statement of the facts shall be presented both by the appellant
and by the county or district executive canmittee . All prote~ts,
except in regard to eligibility, must be made in writing within
twenty-four hours after the contest; and protests involving eligibility of contestants must be presented immediately upon the discovery of the facts upon which the protest is based.
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Track :Meet - Class A, Class Br Class C, and Class D
Schools - Volley Ball
1. Eligibility - The same rules laid down in Article V of the constitution shall be strictly observed in this contest. Volley ball
shall be discontinued except that it may be offered in the county
tarard al.l round championship.
2. Division - There is but one division in this contest opened only to senior girls.
3. Representation - Each member school may be represented in the
county meets by one team. The district. executive committee has
authority to include this event in the district. meet if it sees fit.
4. Official Rules Unless mutually agreeable otherwise al.l games
shall be played under the Official Rules published by Spaulding's
latest edition. If the game is played the district meet executive
committee has authority to modify the playing rules if it deems
such act.ion advisable.

Track and Field Rules

1. Meets - The rules in this article shall be observed in al.l
meets held under the jurisdiction of the Interscholastic League.
2. Points - In all track meets held by this League, the first
four places in each event count, respectively, five, three, two,
and one point. If less than•five participate in aizy- event, no
points shall be allowed for last place. In figuring iooividual
honors a man• s record on the relay team shall be crunted; for
instance, each man on the winning team shall receive one and onefourth poid;s for individual honors, etc.
J. Events - The events, with the order in which they shall be
held are as follows:
Track

1. 100 y-ard
2. 880 yard
J. 220 yard
4. 120 yard
5. 440 yard

dash
dash
low hurdles
high hurdles
dash

6.
7.
8.
9.

220 yard dash
l mile run
Sprint medley Relay
Mile Relay

4.
5.
6.

Javelin throw
High jump
Broad jump

Field
1.

2.

J.
4.

Pole Vault
12-Pound Shot.Put
Discus throw

Number entries from each school - The number of cmtestants
from each school in the cwnty · shall be three; the rrumber sent to
district two; an:i number sent to the State in each event must be
one. All District. Direct.ors shall conduct several events.
5. Eligibility - In all track meets held by this League the eligibility rules as laid down in Article V of the constitution shall
be strictly observed.
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6. The District Director General will

be furnished forms upon which
district winners must be reported to the Executive Secretary. Said
reports must be made in open session of said District meet and signatures of said Principals made at that time. The said reports containing the fee of 25 cents for contestants in each event, must'be
sent by registered mail to the State Secretary at Prairie View, who
will turn the same over to the proper State Directors. After registering, the Princi.pals will be sent tags containing their JUJ.lllbers and
the name of the building and the number of the roccn in which contest is to be held.
7. Closing Entries - Registration fees must not be accepted and no
contestant shall be allovred to register or enter an event, who has
not registered before nine o'clock the first day of the State meet.
8. No Change in Entries Allowed - No changes in the entry list as
sent in shall be allowed except that a man may be substituted for
another provided the substitute is otherwise eligible.
9. Must Qualify in Preljmjnaries - No contestants shall be allowed
to co~ete preliminaries and semi-finals of that event. This rule
applies to the relay as well as to other events.
10. Must be on Hand at Time armounced - The Director of the meet
shall see that the preliminaries and the finals start at the time
announced. No excuse shall be accepted for failure of a team or
contestant to appear at the time announced for the meet to start,
and any contestant who fails for aey- reason to be on hand at the
time of the preliminaries shall forfeit his right to compete whether
in the preliminaries or the finals.
11. 0ffici.als - The State Director of Athletics shall have general
charge of the final meet, and the county and district directors shall
have charge of the camty and district meets, respectively. It shall
be the duty of such directors to provide officials, secure entries,
arrange programs, and at.tend to such matters as may be required far
the proper coniuct of the meet.
12. Protests - (See Article VII.)
13. Coaches Not Allowed on Field - At the final State meet coaches
and other officials (school) will not be allowed on the field and,
if this rule is violated, the contestant will be disqualified in the
particular event.
14. The following athletic events are provided for junior boys for
use at the county meets only: 100 yard dash, 440 yard relay, runni~ broad jump, running high jump, pull up ( chinning bar).
15. For senior girls only the following events are offered at the
crunty, district, and State meets, points counting tcrmird all-round
county, district, and State championship: 50 yard dash and 200-yard
relay.
16. Basketball for boys only will include winners and runners-up
from Class AA Schools at the State meet or tournament. A banner and
a tropcy will be given state champions.

Rules of Tennis
Entry:
1. Classes J. and B shall compete together and C and D shall compete
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together in the county and district meets for elimination
b . Entries must be in hand of camnittee five days •before
trurnament is scheduled.
2 . Only winners of first place in events of the district meet .may
compete in the State Tournament.
3 • Events will be ladies singles and doubles and men's singles and
doubles at state meet.
4. A pennant will be awarded to the winning school an:i medals to
the contestants.
Dress:
l . All contestants must wear white uniforms .
2 . All contestants must wear rubber or crepe soled shoes without
heels .

Play:
1 . The schedule of matches for each day will be posted. Any contestant appearing for a match more than one half hour after the t:iJ:ne
scheduled will be defaulted.
2 . Decisions of the referee must be accepted without argument. Appeals may be made to ;the head referee .
J . Contestants may be defaulted for aey unsportsmanlike conduct at
the discretion of the tournament committee.
Football
High School s - A Cl.ass AA high school of Texas may participate
in football as may be properly a~signed.
Fee - The fee for football shall be six dollars each school
participating. Said fee must be in the office of the Executive Secretary by twelve o'clock midnight, September 20, of the current fiscal year.
Contests - Each school may contest for district championship
in the district where designated. District champions in district
one arxl district two shall compete for bi-district championship.
District champions in district three and district four shall compete
for bi-district championship. Bi-district champions shall compete
for state championship.
Time and Place - A bi-district football game must be play-ed
not later than the first full week in December of each year . State
championship football games must be played in the second full week
in December of each y_ea:r. The place for dist rict , bi-district, and
state championship football games shall be atermined by the schools
engaged in their respective contests.
Ties - Aey and all ties in district games must be decided by
the flip of a coin.
Eligibility of a Contestant - Any male student in a Class AA
high school may participate in the football contests, provided:
l . He has not reached his nineteenth birthday on or before September 1 of the current calendar year.
2. He has not participated in more than four ;years of each
sport or athletic event .
J . He has passed one and one- half hours of class work, ex-
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elusive of physical education, in semester previous
to the event.
Eligibility lists - All eligibility lists must be in the Office of the Executive Secretary, Prairie View University Prairie
View, Texas ., by October l; hQirever, supplementary lists ~Y be in
the office until October 15 of the current fiscal year. District
member schools must have their eligibility list in the Office of
t r.e Executive Secretary at least five days prior to a district contest.
Age - The official age of a football contestant shall be detennined by the first ages recorded by the State Census Department,
Austin, Texas. Official ages may be secured by submitting the list
of players to the census department for approval.
Spring Training - Spring training will be limited to four
weeks .
Practice - No practice will start before September 1 of each
year.
Forfeit - Teams will forfeit all games in which their ineligible plqers participate.
Transfers - Athletes transferring from one school to another
must establish ore semester of residence before being allowed to
participate in an::, form of athletics.
Districts - There shall be four districts for Class AA football. These districts shall be composed of Class AA high schools.
Each district shall have a director.
Directors - Directors of the football districts shall be elected by the principals of the member schools of the respective
districts at their district meetings and their names be submitted to
the Executive Secretary for final approval by July l of the calendar year.
The new rules governing football participation will be effective January 1., 1946.
Basketball
Schools shall be classified in accordance with the Rules and
Regulations of the Texas Interscholastic League of Colored Schools.
Basketball this year shall be confined to Class AA Schools .
Fee - The basketball fee is $).00. No school shall be eligible to play basketball before the fee is paid. The fee must be
sent to V{. R. Banks, Executive Secretary, Prairie View Univer&ity,
Prairie View, Texas.
Eligibility - Athletic students may participate in basketball.,
provided:
1. That they have not reached their nineteenth birthday
on or before September 1 of the current calendar year.
2. That they have passed one and one-half hours of cJ.Ass
work excluding physical. education in the senester
previous to the athletic event.
That they have not graduated from that school or aey
other school of equal or higher classification., or who
have not satisfied requirements for graduation from
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that school or an;y other school of equal or higher
classification and are in regular attendance at the
day sessions of the school for a period of thirty
calendar days immediately preceding the contests.
4. That they have not participated in basketball contest or contests more than four years.
5. That they have enrolled in school before the first day
of the fourth week of current school year.
6. All eligibility rules shall apply to all athletic
games whether played within the district or between
teams of separate districts.
Eligibility bl.an.kB - Each school shall fill out an eligibility blank in duplicate furnished by the League on or before Thanksgiving Day of each school year. These blanks are to be &igned by
. the Superintendent or Principal, one mailed to the state Office and
one filed with the chairman of the District Executive Committee before the school is allowed to take part in any game.
Officials - All officials must be satisfactory to both
parties and agreed upon in advance. Teams are urged to secure outside officials. A school that refuses to play a game because the
offi cials agreed upon have not been secured shall not be considered
as breaking its cont.ract . Beginning a game with an official constitutes agreement. Unless satisfactory arrangements can be made between contesting teams, the above will obtain.
Breaking contracts - A game cancelled after contract has been
signed, unless both parties agree to the cancellation, shall be
forfeited to the team not at fault . This will be decided by the Executive Committee.
Protests - All protests must be made to the proper conmdttee
within twenty-four hours after the game is played, except that a
protest based on the alleged ineligibility of a player may be made
at any time,provided it is made immediately upon discovery of the
facts on which the protest is based. Protests must be made in writing and signed by the Superintendent or Principal. A protest based
on an official's decision will not be considered.
District Elimination - Class AA Schools shall have district
elimination before participating in the state tournament at Prairie
View University. Only district winners and district runner-ups
shall participate in the State Tournament . The winner in the state
tournament shall be detennined the State Basketball Champions for
Class AA Schools. Drawings for the State Tournament shall be under
the supervision of the Head coach of Prairie View University and
his assistants.
Trophies - A large banner designated "State Champions - Class
AA Basketball", ten gold basketballs and ten silver basketbai,s will
be awarded the winners and runner-up of the State Tournament.

J.

~id,, pp. 8-12, 26-29,

45-48.

CHAPTER III
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF STATE CONSTITUTIONS FOR
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS
In comparing the state constitutions for the six states studied,
it seems that the general trend in directing athletics is to have an
Executive Committee, A Board of Directors or a State Council.

Of' the

six states studied, the writer found that the state of Arizona has an
Executive Connnittee .

In California a State Council with two directors

for each region is the case , and in the State of Illinois there is a
Board of Directors consisting of six members .

New York has a Director

of Physical Education, who is responsible to the Board of Regents.

In

Oklahoma, the writer found that the state athletics is governed by a
Board of Controls .

The Texas Interscholastic program (whites) is con-

trolled by an Executive Committee with a director for each region.
In each case the writer found that either a president or director
is at the head of the state organization and the other officials include
the Vice-President and the Secretary- Treasurer.
Eligibility of Participants•
Arizona - Under 20
Galifornia - Under 19 by September l
Illinois - Under 20
New York - Under 19
Oklahoma - Under 21
Texas (whites) - Under 19
According to the six states studied, athletic competition is
regulated by age limitations.

Only one state (Galifornia) had weight and
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height classifications in which they use the exponent system.

Of the

other states studied, three states had an age limit of nineteen (Californi.a, New York, and Texas (whites)), three stat, es had an age limit of
twenty (Arizona, Illinois, and Oklahoma) .

It would seem that the average

age limit is about ni.neteen years of age .

Only one state gave a begin-

ning age and that was the State of New York which stated that the boy must
be more than fourteen years of age to be able to participate.

Eligibility in Years
No Number of
Years Statlied
Arizona
California
Illinois
New York
Oklahoma
Texas (white)

Participation Participation Must Not Have
in Years
Graduated
in Semesters

1

8

4

4

1
1

In making this survey the writer found that three states definitely state that athletes cannot participate in any form of athletics more
than four years.

These states are California, Illinois, and New York.

Two states state that t~e player must not have graduated but in reality
this also means four years.

Only the state of Arizona requires no number

of years to participate.
Attendance Eligibility
All states require that the student be a bona fide member of good
standing in school the semester preceding the participation of that sport •

•
Scholastic Average
Five states state that the specific number of hours or amount of
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work an athlete must be passing in.

Only New York states that the ath-

lete must· have a passing grade. Thus it would seem that the general
trend is to specify the amount of work and general average that a pl~er must maintain in order to be a team member.

Pass

in

3/4 of

Work
Arizona
California
Illinois
New York
Texas (white)

Pass
Pass in Pass in 3 or C Pass in
Week to Passing 4 New
Units of Major 15 hours
Week
Grade
Subjects Subjects
Per week
1

1
1

1

1

Arizona
Who Controls - Executive Committee with three members and a
Permanent Secretary.
Eligibility Age - A student becomes ineligible the day he
becomes 20 years
a ge.
Eligibility Years - No student can participate as a contestant if not a bona fide student in regul.ar attendance at the day sessions of the school.
Attendance Elifibilitf - No person shall be qualified to represent aey high achoo in in erschool contests during a semester unless he shall have been enrolled as a menber of the· s.chool from the
first day of the fourth week of the semester in which the event
takes place.
• Scholastic Average - Each contestant must have and be maintaining for the current semester a passing grade in each of three
or more units of major studies.
Classification of Schoois - The schools are classified only
according to total enrollment.

of

California
Who Controls - The President , Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, state Council with 2 officials in each of the 6 sections
of the state, the State Department of Heal.th Education and Physical
Education.

Lconstitution an:i By-Laws of the Arizona Interscholastic Associa-

~ , 1937, P• 9.
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Eligibility A~- No pupil shall contest in any game or meet
with another school w is 19 years o-ld or over by September 1 .
Eligibility in Years - No pupil shall compete in athletic contests with another school after the first eight semesters (four years
actual residence) in any secondary schools.
Attendance Eli~bility - The student must pass in his worK as
well as his marks sho<i have been made by ten or more weeks of
actual class attendance.
Scholastic Average - No pupil shall compete in a game with another school who is not making a passing grade in four regular subjects of new v1ork. By new work is meant subjects which pupils have
not already taken.
Classification of Schools - The State is divided into six
sections: Southern, Los Angeles City, Central, Northern, North Coast,
and Qakland City.
Post Season Games or out- of- state Comaetition - No school belonging to the California Interscholastic Fe eration shall oompete
with aey school out of j;,he jurisdiction of the Federation without the
consent of the Council.5
New York

Who Controls - The Director of Health and Plzy'sical Education,
Chief Bureau of Pnysical Education.
Eli£:;ility A~ - A boy shall be eligible for interschool competition o
between his 14th and 19th birthdays.
Eligibilltti Years - A boy 1s eligible for interschool competition only whene is a bona fide student, enrolled during the first
lS scll.ool days of the semester, registered in three courses.
Attel¥iance Eligibility - The boy must have been in regular attendance 86 per cent of t he school time.
Scholastic Average - Each boy must have and be mainta:ining for
the current semester a passing grade in each of his subjects .6
Oklahoma
Who Controls - The President , Vice-President, and Treasurer
and Board of Control of three members.
Ella:Rbilitf£tf3 - A student must be 21 years of age and is
automatic y ine
'6le the day he becomes 21.
Eligibility in Years - A student must not have graduated from

~Constitution and General Rulings of california InterscholasFederation, 1944, PP• i-2.
6Re la.tions o
e Commissioner of Education Governin Health
and Physical E ucation, 9
17 .
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acy high school with more than the required amount of hours for graduation.
·
Attendance Elifobility - A student must attend cl asses eighty
per cent of the time or the semester to be eligible.
Scholastic Average - A contestant must have maintained up to
the end of the week preceding that in which the contest occur~, a
passing grade in studie& requiring a minimum of fifteen regular school
recitations per week.
Classification of Schools - The 64 schools having the largest
enrollment will be in class A. Teams representing schools with enrollments of 75 or more and who are not in Class A will be in Class
B. Teams representing schools with an enrollment of less than 75
will be in 0lass C.
Post Season Games and Out-of-State Competition - A menber of
the Oklahoma High School Athletic Association may compete with members in good standing of another state providing the game is sanctioned by the principal. 7
.
Texas - Negro
Who Controls - The state Executive Committee and an executive
conmittee for each district and county.
Eli~bility
There are two main divisions , junior and
senior. Te juniorvision is open to boys and girls under 15 and
over 10 years of age . The senior division is open to pupils under
21 and over 15 years of age for all classes with exception of Class
AA, which will have the limit under 19 and over 15 years of a ge .
Eli~bility in Years - No one shall participate as a oontestant inhe League, wiio at the time of the contest is not a bona
fide student in regular attendance at the day sessions of the school
and doing satisfactory passing work .
Attendance Eligibility - The student mst be in regular attendance at the day sessions of the school.
Scholastic Average - The student must be doing satisfactory
passing work.
Classification of Schools - The schools are classified as AA,
A, B, c, and D schools . The Class AA schools are those senior high
schools of the state. The class A schools are those schools having
an enrollment of 400 or more pupils. The Class B schools are those
schools having an enrollment of not less than 150 nor more than 399
pupils. The Class C schools are those schools having more than one
teacher and an enrollment not mor e than 14$ pupils. Class D schools
are those schools having only one teacher.

A; -

~Oklahoma High School Athletic Association Bulletin, 1946-47,
PP • 3 and

5.
of the Texas Interscholastic Lea e of

Colored Sc

•
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Texas - White
Who Controls - The State Executive Committee and an executive
committee for each region .
Eligibility Age - No one shall take part in arzy- contest, who,
on the first day of May preceding the contest has reached or passed
his eighteenth birthday.
Eligibilitt in Years - No one shall participate who has graduated from his sc ool or ot.her school with more than fifteen accredited units.
Attendance Eli~bility - No one can take part in any contest
who, at the time of t e contest, has not been a bona fide regular
attendant in the school unit represented for thirty calendar days immediately preceding the contest.
Scholastic Average - The student 1ID1st pass in at least threefourths of the work offered which amounts to a total of 720 mimites
of recitation work per week.
Classification of Schools - The ·schools are divided into three
conferences: AA, A, and B.
Conference AA includes a high school enrolling the preceding
year 500 or more.
Conference A includes a high school enrolling the preceding
year less than 500 an:l more than 200 pupils.
Conference B includes all high schools with an enrollment of
less than 200 students and more than 100 students . 9

9The Univ~rsity of Texas Publication No. 4627, 1946, PP• 10 and
17.

CHAPrER IV
AN ANALYSIS OF THE PRESENT RULES AND REGULATIONS AS COMPARED
WITH OTHER STATES

The present constitution of the Texas Interscholastic League of
Colored Schools lists its officers consisting of a state Executive Committee and an executive connnittee for each district with an executive
secretary at the head.

According to six states studied this type of or-

ganization with an executive secretary at the head of the entire League
is not in keeping with the policy of the states studied.

It would seem

to indicate that the athletic set-up could function better were this
power vested in a president, vice-president, and secretary.
Eligibility in Age
The rules and regulations for the Texas Negroes states that the
senior division is open to pupils under twenty- one years of age and over
fineen years of age for all classes with exception of Class AA will have
the limit under nineteen and over fifteen years of age .
Of the six states studied, no state made a distinction between
rural and city schools .

Also, according to the average limit of the

states studied the average is about nineteen.

The present constitution

states that a boy can play until the day before his twenty- first birthday.

This rill indicate that the physical ability of boys just short of

twenty- one years old will be too great a handicap for the boys in the
fourteen, fifteen, and sixteen year old bracket .

The latter group is

adolescent and the older group has reached manhood.

The writer would

reconnnend that the age limit be lowered to nineteen to make a more homogeneous grouping with regards to physical capacities.
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Eligibility in Years
According to the present constitution no one shall participate as
a contestant in the League, who at the time of the contest, is not a
bona fide student in regular attendance at the day sessions of the school.
According to the six states studied, five of the states definitely state
that a limit of four years playing time for all high school athletes is
set.

Unless this is an implied provision ( something that can be read in-

to the constitution) an athlete can play until he reaches his twentyfirst birthday which might be five, six, or even seven years attendance
in school.

The writer would recommend that a provision be placed in the

constitution where a participant plays only four years.
Attendance Eligibility
The present constitution states that the student cannot participate in the League when at the time of the contest is not in regular attendance of the day sessions of the school. According to this provision
a student can enter a school two weeks or a month before a contest is to
take place and become a member of the team. This provision will leave a
loop bole for tramp athletes. The -writer would recommend that a provision
be inserted that will state definitely the number of days that a student
must enroll before participating as a member of a team.
Scholastic Requirements
The present constitution states that the athlete must be doing
satisfactory passing work .

This provision as stated leaves too many dis-

crepancies •
1.

It does not state the specific amount of work to be passed
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which makes an athlete taking only one subject eligible to
play.
2.

It does not state the quality of passing work.

J. Too much is left up to t~e discrepancy of the principal or
coach.
The writer would recommend as a point of cl arification that the constitution be revised to indicate the specific number of semester hours that
must be carried and passed and further that a specific statement of what
is passing and satisfactory work such as A, B, c, D, or 60-70, 70-eo,

80-90, 90- 100.

These standards would be the same in all schools .
Classification of Schools

The writer would recoJIDnend that a provision be made in the constitution where all schools of the same classification in a certain district
be made by a constitutional provision responsible to play each other.
Length of Season and Awarding of
Championships
The length of seasons of football , basketball, track and tennis
seem to agree with the accepted standards of the six states studied.

In

no instance does the season extend beyond one week from the standards
set up by the six states.

Perhaps this is due to climatic conditions

which permit a longer playing season in the state of Texas .
In the 8"arding of championships in football, basketball, and
baseball, the general trend was to divide the state into classes according to enrollment .

The winners of each class are pitted against each

other in a round robin until there are two teams left to play for the
championship in each of their respective divisions .
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In the case of track and tennis, a state track meet and a state
tennis tournament are held in each of the respective dividions.

Team and

individual championships are awarded to the winners. The order of events
in track for the present Texas Interscholastic League of Colored Schools
has accepted the Spaulding 1 s Track and Field Guide as an accepted standard.

The Spaulding's Guides for all sports have been out of publication

for several years.

The order of events as published by the National Fed-

eration of State High School Athletic Associations are the same as those
listed by the Spaulding 1 s Guide.
In the state of Texas championships in football, basketball, track,
and tennis followed the accepted p~ttern of the six states listed by
having class championships.

At the present time baseball is not includ-

ed in the present Texas Interscholastic League of Colored Schools .

An

analysis of the six states studied shows that baseball is a vital part
of the program.

Therefore, upon these conditions the writer reconnnends

that it be included. ·
It seems that under the present program, a true state championship, such as football, basketball, and baseball, cannot be decided, except in the track competitions where the time can serve as a basis for
comparison.
The writer would recommend that the schools shorten their regular
schedules so that the schools in the various classes can hold a round robin
tournament until there are two schools left to decide a true state champion.
In maey cases this would only add two games to the playing schedule•

CHAPI'ER V

A SUGGESTIVE PLAN FOR THE REORGANIZATION OF THE
INI'ERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC PROORAM
After making a careful analysis of the six states studied in this
thesis, the writer has in mind a plan which he hopes may improve the
present one .
The plan will be as follc,,rs:
?-Jame

This organization will be known as the Texas High School Athletic
Association for Negroes.
Object
The object of this association shall be to promote pure, wholesome, amateur athletics in the schools of Texas .
Management
The management of the affairs of the Association shall be vested
in a Board of Control of six members, one from each district, and a President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer who will be elected by
the Board of Control.
Association.

The President shall be the executive head of the

He shall take the initiative in enforcing the rules and

promoting the aims and interest of the organization.
shall preside in the absence of the President.

The Vice-President

The Secretary shall keep

a record of all association meetings and will accept all protests from
members of the association.

Under the direction of the Board of Con-

trol, the Treasurer shall receive, hold, expend, and account for all
funds of the association and render proper reports.
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Eligibility of Participants
No pupil shall participate in any game or meet with another school
who is older than nineteen by September 1.

No pupil shall be eligible to

represent his school until there is on file with the principal a physical examination given preferably by the school peysician and parental
consent certificate on a form prescribed by the Association, on which
the examining physician shall certify as to his findings and that the
pupil is physically fit at that time to participate in the various athletic sports for the rurrent school year.
Atterxiance Eligibility
A student must attend classes eighty per cent of the time for the

semester to be eligible or must attend for a period of time equal to the
number of days absent in excess to the number of days late in enrolling.
Eligibility in Years
A pupil shall be eligible for only four years in any one inter-

school sport •
Scholastic Requirements
A contestant must have maintained, up to the end of the senester

preceding that in which the contest occurs, a passing grade in studies
requiring a minimum of fif'teen regular school recitations per week in
work accepted for credits.

B ( 80-89);

c (70-70);

The grading symbols shall be : A (90-100);

D (6o-69) .

All grades below 60 are cco.nted as fail.:

ing grades.

Classification of Schools
All schools of the state shall be classified according to enroll-
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ment, and shall be in three classes : AA, A, and B.

Those schools in the

AA class would include those senior high schools in the lareer cities in

the state with an enrollment of over 500 students.

Cl.ass A schools would

be those schools having an enrollment of between 499 and 200 students.
Class B schools would include all schools having an enrollment of less than
150 student, s •
Championships
Championships will be determined by a play off method in which
each champion of each district will compete against another district
champion on each week- end following the close of the district championship games.

At no time will champions of oppo&ite classes, that is, AA,

A, and B meet to determine a state championship .

All cl.asses will com-

pete against member schools of their own particular class.

In basketball

each district champion and runner-up will participate in the annual state
tournament at Prairie View College also according to the class of the
school.

Awards will be issued to each state champion for the three

championship classes as well as the three runner-ups .
Tournaments
No member of the state Association may enter aey kind of meet or
tournament held out of the state unless approved by the National Federation of State High School Athletic Associations, and before entering such
meets each member of the State Association must make sure that the meet
bas received National sanction.
Games With Non-llembers
The consent of the President must be secured before engaging in
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contests with independent teams or other schools of the state not members
of the Association.
Schools of Texas shall not compete with schools of other states
which are under suspension by their state association.

Finances
The expenses of each member of the Board of Control for ·attendance
on meetings of the Board shall be paid by the Association.

The various

districts may raise their apportionnent in any way that they may provide.
Protests

Any school making a protest shall submit in writing a full statement of facts to the Secretary of the Association, who shall transmit a
copy of the same to the principal of the school against which the protest has been made .

Each protest must be accor.ipanied by a deposit of

two dollars ($2 . CO) .

In case the Board of Control, after due investiga-

tion, shall decide in favor of the school making the protest this deposit shall be returned, but if otherwise, it shall become a part of the
funds of the Association,
Penalty for Violating Rules
Any violation of the rules of the athletic division shall render

the offending school liable to suspension by the President, or suspen.&ion
or expulsion by the Board.

The use of any ineligible player in any inter-

scholastic game or contest, whether deliberate or inadvert act, shall
make t he forfeiture of t he game automatic and mandatory if won by the offending school.

CHAPTER VI
SUW.'.ARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this study an attemp~ has been made to present certain facts
concerning the state Interscholastic Athletics for six states.

They

are Arizona, California, Illinois, New York, Cklabana, ·and Texas (whites).
The following important points have been discovered which have a definite bearing upon the conduct of the Interscholastic Athletic Program.
In the beginning a complete history of the Texas Interscholastic
League of Colored Schools was presented from the year 1920 until now.
A complete constitution whidl includes all provisions, membership, officers, fees, classification of schools, age divisions, eligibility, disputes and rules governing each individual sport was presented.
A canparative study of state constitutions for High School Athletics was made and the following are vital points which were included:1.

The gemral trend in directing athletics is to have an
Executive Committee, a Board of Directors, or a State
Council.

2.

In each case a President or Director is at the head of the
State organization and the other officers include the VicePresident, Secretary, and Treasurer.

3.

It would seem that the average age limit is about nineteen
years of a ge.

4.

Three states definitely state that athletics cannot be participated in by athletes more than four years whereas the other
states only require the student to be a bona fide student .

An analysis of the present rules and regulations was canpared
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with other states and the follovfi.ng information was found:
1. The officers consist of a state Executive Conmtlttee with an
Executive Secretary at the head.
2.

In classes A, B, C, and D schools, the age limit is 21 years
of age, whereas in Class AA school s the age limit is nineteen.

J.

The present Texas Interscholastic League for Colored Schools
states that a contestant must be a bona fide student in regular attendance of school but does not give a definite number
of years for eligibility to remain good.

4.

It does not state the quality of passing work and too much
is left up to the discrepancy of the principal or coach.

5. Five states require tl:at the student be a bona fide member of
good standing in school the semester previous and they state
the number of hours an athlete must be passing in.
It has been the hope of this study that certain practices will be
of significance and prove suggestive in improving the present Interscholastic Athletic Program of Colored Schools .
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